
 

  
1.03.2023 

 
 

What happens in the Commission? 
 

 
 
As we have all read in the various international and national newspapers: 
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/eu-staff-insulted-by-accusation-of-cocaine-use-vpg80zjrh 
https://www.brusselstimes.com/brussels/370125/a-lot-of-people-working-for-eu-institutions-use-
drugs-says-brussels-minister-smet 
https://www.dhnet.be/actu/belgique/2023/02/13/pascal-smet-scandalise-les-eurocrates-avec-ses-
propos-a-schuman-on-vend-aussi-de-la-drogue-mais-probablement-plus-blanche-
QEOPAOSDNRAXXGTHVGZBDTFJUA/ 
a Belgian politician in charge of the development of …. the city of Brussels, declares that many agents 
of the Institutions use drugs.  
This message, by its wide repercussions, obviously gives one of the most negative images of 
colleagues, even if we allow for excess.  
 
What should be remembered in particular is that out of more than ten articles on this affair, only one 
came to contradict the outrageous remarks of this politician by the voice of the President of the 
Council of the Union European. 
 
Why is this point important? quite simply because it provides a double demonstration: the first aspect 
being that the senior officials who were present at this meeting, regardless of whether it was internal 
or external, did not contradict the Belgian politician, which is a slap in the face to all the staff, many of 
whom have dedicated their lives to the Institutions. The second highly regrettable aspect is that after 
these remarks spread like wildfire, no one from the high hierarchy of the Commission, from the 
Commissioners to our President, took the floor to defend their institution, while we have an 
impressive number of "spokespersons" who speak prolixly every day on any subject.  
 
The second element is that our Institutions no longer have much consideration for us, but above all 
that if the declaration of this local politician had simply been reported by any employee whatsoever, 
namely that we designate our colleagues as 'drug addicts, we should have been dragged not only 
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before the IDOC based on Article 12 of the Statute but also before the courts and tribunals at various 
levels. Worse still, a person who heard defamatory remarks would have had to report these remarks 
to our administration to also go through a litigation procedure to defend the interests and the dignity 
of our colleagues.  
 
So how much confidence do our senior officials still have in the staff, or, even worse, how much 
confidence can we still have in them?  
 
Should we say it's okay, should we just pretend nothing was said and "move on"?  
 
Are we to understand that the agents of the institutions are real estate promotion game for large 
groups who need to develop neighborhoods with a high-income deficit, in a city that owes so much, in 
all respects, to the presence of the Institutions?  
 
It must be remembered that today and in the future, many of the new colleagues can no longer be 
considered as having high incomes; remember in this respect that almost 40% of our colleagues are 
low-income SC or AST contract agents. It must be remembered that today, the average salary of some 
of our colleagues no longer bears comparison with that of the public sector for equivalent work.  
 
To tell the truth, even if this politician under the pressure of the media comes to make his mea culpa 
by affirming that his remarks were misinterpreted (say no) or any other excuse, the affair should not 
be stifled. On the contrary, we must refuse the transfer of thousands of civil servants to areas where 
nothing has been done beforehand to improve the quality of life.  
 
The staff of the Institutions must not be exploited for political or financial ends, nor for the benefit of 
Belgian politicians surfing on the anti-European wave, nor for that of our political leaders, who must 
beware of any complacency.  
 
To this end, the FEDERATION (FFPE) proposes that anyone who feels aggrieved by these remarks 
appeals to article 24 because enough is enough...  
 
To this The FEDERATION (FFPE) asks our senior hierarchy to have the courage to also defend the 
dignity of colleagues; no one can be accused wrongly or without proof unless they agree with the 
insulting and demagogic remarks of a politician from the city of Brussels, the city of our institutions, 
but where the vast majority of colleagues also live….  
 
The FEDERATION (FFPE) asks that the dignity of all our colleagues is respected and that it publicly asks 
this politician to withdraw his remarks. For 60 years the FFPE has never heard such insulting remarks 
for colleagues.  
 
That's enough, Madam President, ladies, and gentlemen Commissioners take action, your staff 
deserves it! 
 
 
The Federation  
You will never walk alone ! 
 
 


